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Session Recordings

Speakers, hit the red/blue button!

Attendees, remind speakers about the 
record button!

All recorded sessions will be available 
online on the DrupalYOW youtube 
channel.



Twiggin’ Out
With Drupal
Templates



Hello!

I’m Sarah Campbell
I am a web developer at Coldfront Labs.



Overview
▸ Why we use twig
▸ Theme suggestions
▸ Twig syntax
▸ Reusable components
▸ Inheritance and block-based overwrites
▸ Debugging



Why use Twig?
▸ Secure
▸ Fast and Flexible
▸ Clean and maintainable code



1.
Twig Environment



- Enable in services file
       OR

- Enable in Development 
config in the Drupal UI

Twig Cache

- Caching improves 
performance

- Parsed into PHP 
code

- Clear cache



- Enable in services file
       OR

- Enable in Development 
config in the Drupal UI

Twig Debug



2.
Twig Templates



Naming Conventions

- Loads templates 
based on name

- Allows us to override 
templates

- Lowercase, hyphens 
to separate

- .html.twig extension



- File names used to 
override templates

- Listed most specific 
to least

Theme Suggestions



- Copy template file 
from base location 
into your theme 
folder

Overriding templates

- Rename if targeting 
more specific 
subset of areas



Theme Hook Suggestions

- Add hook to module 
or theme and modify 

- Debug to see new 
theme suggestions



3.
Twig Syntax



- {{ … }} :
Say something

- {% … %} :
Do something

- {# … #} :
Create comments

Identifiers



- {{ … }} :
Say something

- {% … %} :
Do something

- {# … #} :
Create a comment

Identifiers



- {{ … }} :
Say something

- {% … %} :
Do something

- {# … #} :
Create a comment

Identifiers



- Control structures

- Conditionals

- Extend templates

Tags



- Separated from 
variable by a
pipe symbol

- May accept 
arguments

- Chain filters

Filters



- Generate content

- Accepts arguments

- Custom functions

Functions



- Drupal specific 
functions

Drupals Twig Functions



Custom Functions and Filters

- Create file in modules src/twig directory



Custom Functions and Filters

- Register the class as a new service

- Tag it with twig.extension

- Clear cache



4.
Twig Inheritance



- Has access to active 
content variables

- Can add multiple 
includes to 
template

Includes



- Can pass additional
variables

Includes



- First tag in template

- Modify existing 
templates

- Uses block tags to 
override certain 
blocks

Extend & Block Overrides



- Combines behaviors 
of include and 
extends

- Allows block 
overrides

- Takes same 
arguments as
include tag

Embed



Embed

- Embed can be used in conjunction with extends



5.
Debug



- Use breakpoints 
with Xdebug

Viewing Variables

- Use the dump function 
in the twig file



Recap



THANKS!

Any questions?
You can contact me at scampbell@coldfrontlabs.ca
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