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HELLO!

I am Steven Stapleton
I am here today to talk about Update Hooks!!!



1.
The Problem

Exploring 
Solutions



What Is Technical Debt and Why 
Clean It Up?
Streamline 
content creation

Reduces 
maintenance

Improve site 
performance



Migrations vs Update Hooks

What are 
migrations?

What are update 
hooks?

When to use 
update hooks?



Place your screenshot here

Planning for Your 
Site’s Clean Up 
(Drupal Spec Sheet)
https://github.com/acquia/drupal-spec-tool

https://github.com/acquia/drupal-spec-tool


2.
Examples

Exploring 
Solutions



WRITING 
AN UPDATE 
HOOK
● Naming convention



Entity Type Manager

Node storage Media storage…

Loading Data



Loading Data



Mapping Fields on 
Content Types



Converting Files to Media Items
Creating media items from 

files

Get the file from the 
field_image

Find the media item from the 
file.

Attach the media item to 
field_media



Creating media items from files
Loading file entities



Creating media items from files
Creating Media Items



Get the file from the field_image
Iterating over article nodes and getting the filed_image



Find the media item from the file
Look up a media item based on some information from the file



Attach the media item to field_media
Look up a media item based on some information from the file



Handling Translations



Updating in Batches



3.
Tips

Exploring 
Solutions



BACKUP YOUR DATABASE!



DEPLOY NON DESTRUCTIVE 
HOOKS FIRST!



CHECK CONFIG EXISTS 
BEFORE TRYING TO 
REMOVE IT!



LOG THE STATUS OF 
YOUR UPDATES!



3.
Demo

Exploring 
Solutions



THANKS!

Any questions?
You can find me at @sstapleton & 
sstapleton@coldfrontlabs.ca





CREDITS
Special thanks to all the people who made and released these awesome 
resources for free:
▸ Simple line icons by Mirko Monti
▸ E-commerce icons by Virgil Pana
▸ Streamline iconset by Webalys
▸ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
▸ Photographs by Death to the Stock Photo (license)

https://dribbble.com/shots/1344983-Simple-Line-Icons-100-free-icons-Ai-Eps-Svg-Psd
https://dribbble.com/shots/1335684-e-commerce-Icons-freebie?list=users&offset=3
http://www.webalys.com/
http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://deathtothestockphoto.com/
http://deathtothestockphoto.com/wp-content/uploads/DeathtotheStockPhoto-License.pdf

